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· Blue Cross Blue Shield currently does not reimburse surgeons for first assisting services provided by PAs. This lack of coverage has a negative financial impact on surgeons that employ PAs, and adversely affects their ability to deliver quality, cost-effective surgical and medical services to patients.

· The South Carolina Academy of Physician Assistants (SCAPA) is requesting that physician organizations support SCAPA’s efforts to obtain coverage for first assisting services. PAs are already covered by BCBS of South Carolina for services performed in the office/clinic setting.
· Nearly all other payers in the state cover PA first assisting. Since 1987, the Medicare program has covered PAs for first assisting at surgery. Other private payers in South Carolina cover PA first assists. BCBS plans in 47 states also cover PAs first assisting.
· Physician Assistants are critical partners with physicians in delivering care to South Carolinians in need.  Currently there are 673 PAs in clinical practice, 200 of which work in primary care.
· Ten percent of PAs practice in a surgical specialty. PAs have a unique understanding of their surgeons’ style. This long-term working relationship often helps surgeons’ complete surgeries more quickly, resulting in reduced anesthesia time for patients.
· South Carolina residents trust PAs with their health.  During an average week, South Carolina PAs see over 46,000 patients.   

· South Carolina state law authorizes PAs to first assist at surgery when supervised by a licensed MD/DO.
· Physician Assistant programs train competent medical providers.  With both didactic instruction in health sciences and an average of 2,000 hours of supervised clinical training, PA students enter the workforce competent to join with physicians in diagnosing and treating the gamut of medical conditions.  The Medical University of South Carolina PA program is approximately 26.8 months in length and students graduate with a Masters degree in Physician Assistant Studies.  
· The typical student entering a PA program has a Bachelor’s degree with over 3 years of previous health are experience. All PAs must obtain 100 hours of continuing medical education every 2 years, and pass a national certification examination administered by the National Commission on the Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) every 6 years.
